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The Sixth Extinction
	There have been five major extinction events throughout the history of the earth. Some scientists claim that we are now living during the sixth extinction event caused primarily by human activity. Journalist Elizabeth Kolbert recently wrote a book called the “Six Extinction” that details some of the evidence. For instance, Due to habitat loss and poaching, the Sumatran rhinos are on the verge of extinction with less than 75 remaining in the world. Population distribution of the Sumatran Rhino has been drastically decreasing every year and humans are the primary cause of this (Gore, 2014). First due to poaching and second, our activities that lead to habitat loss. Sumatran rhinos are the smallest of the living rhinoceroses and the only Asian rhino with two horns. They are covered with long hair and are more closely related to the extinct woolly rhinos than any of the other rhino species alive today.
	The resulting rapid warming of both the atmosphere and the ocean, which Kolbert notes has absorbed about one-third of the carbon dioxide we have produced, is wreaking havoc on earth’s delicately balanced ecosystems. It threatens both the web of living species with which we share the planet and the future viability of civilization. “By disrupting these systems,” Kolbert writes, “we’re putting our own survival in danger.” In order to save the world from the sixth extinction, we need to enhance our personal relationship with the environment. The fact that we are alive due to our environment must be realized with modesty and appreciated at all cost. Only then shall the behavior of humans which degrade our ecosystem stop. The balance of the ecosystem is vital, to ensure it, pollution of land, water, bodies and air must be controlled and reduced to the minimum. This will reduce the loss of habitat that endangers several species including the birds.
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